To recapitulate, we find that of nine different workers two favor the use of the first trial record, two the average of three trials and five the shortest of three trials. This is not veiy significant, however, as workers in this field as in other fields tend to follow the beaten track and because the first important study (Goddard, 1912) Pearson r of +.64 for the deaf children and +.88 for the hearing children, although the correlations were computed from records taken one year apart. We here present similar correlations for five indices, the time for the first trial, for the second trial, for the thiid trial, for the shortest trial, and for the average of three trials. We have ranked the deaf and hearing children as a group and have omitted the record of one child whose record showed a gain from one year to the next out of all proportion to the gains of the rest of the children. This gives us 31 children whose records serve as the basis of the correlation. Spearman's foot-iule or R-method was used and converted into Pearson r values by reference to Whipple's manual.2 Table I gives the results of these five correlations. The first trial records in 1914 were used in ranking the children and then these ranks were correlated with the first trial lecords in 1915. The same procedure was used in determining the correlations for the other indices. Column 1 of table I gives the index used for purposes of correlation, column 2 the Spearman R value, column 3 the Pearson r value, column 4 the probable error (P. E.), and column 5 the reliability of r, i. e. the ielation between the size of the r and the P. E. We would conclude, then, that the average of three trials is the best index because it shows the highest correlation from one period of time to another and because it does not give undue weight to fluctuations of attention although it rightly takes them into consideration, and further because it allows for the influence of the measure of the child's first attack upon the "new situation."
In short, all three trials are of importance in determining the child's formboard ability. The average of three trials is the only single index which gives weight to all these factors. A priori considerations, the evidence of the close correlation of the average of three trials with the results of thorough mental examinations (Sylvester, op. ext., p. 33), and the fact that the average gave a much higher correlation than did any of the five possible indices, all point to it as the most reliable index of formboard ability.
